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your local chapter of the National Organization for the Reform of Marijuana Laws 

	Feds a Get Record High from Pot War Efforts

	Marijuana Arrests For Year 2006 – 829,625 – Tops Previous Mark 

Nearly 6 Percent Increase Over 2005

Uniform Crime ReportWashington, DC, USA: Police arrested a record 829,625 persons for marijuana violations in 2006, according to the Federal Bureau of Investigation's annual , released today. This is the largest total number of annual arrests for pot ever recorded by the FBI. Marijuana arrests now comprise nearly 44 percent of all drug arrests in the United States.
"These numbers belie the myth that police do not target and arrest minor marijuana offenders," said NORML Executive Director Allen St. Pierre, who noted that at current rates, a marijuana smoker is arrested every 38 seconds in America. "This effort is a tremendous waste of criminal justice resources that diverts law enforcement personnel away from focusing on serious and violent crime, including the war on terrorism."     

<continued on page 3 >
	________________________________________

Members Of Congress Demand DEA Allow For The Private Production Of Pot
Washington, DC, USA: Forty-five members of Congress signed a letter this week demanding that the US Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) allow private sources to manufacture cannabis for FDA-approved clinical research. 
The bipartisan letter, addressed to DEA Administrator Karen Tandy, urges the agency to abide by a February 2007 ruling by DEA Administrative Law Judge Mary Ellen Bittner that found that the private production of pot is "in the public interest." 
Bittner’s ruling was in response to the DEA’s rejection of a 2001 application by the University of Massachusetts (UMass) at Amherst that sought permission to manufacture cannabis for FDA-approved clinical protocols. 
Because Judge Bittner’s 2007 ruling is non-binding, the DEA has no deadline to act on it.

Under current policy, all federally approved research on marijuana must utilize cannabis supplied by and grown under contract with the US National Institute on Drug
<continued on page 3 >
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Pot Compound Protective Against ‘Mad Cow’ Disease, Other Fatal Brain Disorders, Study Says
Valbonne, France, EUR: The administration of the nonpsychoactive cannabinoid cannabidiol (CBD) inhibits prion accumulation in the brain and protects neurons against prion toxicity, according to preclinical data published in the September 5th edition of the Journal of Neuroscience. 

Prion accumulation (the accumulation of abnormal, protein-based infectious particles in the brain) is the cause of various transmissible, fatal neurodegenerative diseases in both humans and animals – including bovine spongiform encephalopathy (commonly known as ‘Mad Cow’ disease) and Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease. No therapeutic treatments for prion-diseases are currently available.

Investigators at the National Center for Scientific Research in France reported that the administration of CBD "limited the cerebral accumulation of protease-resistant prion protein and significantly increased the survival time" in a dose-dependent manner
<continued on page 4 >
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The Willamette Valley NORML News Report is an all-volunteer, not-for-profit project to record and broadcast news, announcements and information about cannabis law reform.
___________________________

The W-V-NORML News Report is produced by the Eugene, OREGON chapter of NORML, the National Organization for the Reform of Marijuana Laws
------- Making contact -------

You can Snail Mail:

The W-V-NORML Newsletter team by writing to -

P.O. Box 10957
Eugene, OR  97440
E-mailing:

newsroom@willamettevalleynorml.org

or phoning: 541-517-0957
Check ‘em out on-line!  visit:

WillametteValleyNORML.org


	A Voice for Responsible Marijuana Smokers
Since its founding in 1970, NORML has provided a voice in the public policy debate for those Americans who oppose marijuana prohibition and favor an end to the practice of arresting marijuana smokers. A nonprofit public-interest advocacy group, NORML represents the interests of the tens of millions of Americans who smoke marijuana responsibly.  During the 1970s, NORML led the successful efforts to decriminalize minor marijuana offenses in 11 states and significantly lower marijuana penalties in all others.
The oldest and largest marijuana legalization organization in the country, NORML maintains a professional staff in Washington, DC, and a network of volunteer state and local NORML Chapters across the country.  Check ‘em out, and find the one nearest you!
The NORML mission is to move public opinion sufficiently to achieve the repeal of marijuana prohibition so that the responsible use of cannabis by adults is no longer subject to penalty.
When marijuana is enjoyed responsibly, subjecting users to harsh criminal and civil penalties provides no public benefit and causes terrible injustices. For reasons of public safety, public health, economics and justice, the prohibition laws should be repealed to the extent that they criminalize responsible marijuana use. NORML, the National Organization for the Reform of Marijuana Laws – is located at 1600 K Street, NW, Suite 501, Washington, DC 20006-2832.  Phone (202) 483-5500,  Fax: (202) 483-0057  or  visit:  www.norml.org
Today Willamette Valley NORML joins the fight to reform state and federal marijuana laws, whether by voter initiative or through the elected legislatures. W-V-NORML will serve as an informational resource to media on marijuana-related stories, providing a perspective to offset the anti-marijuana propaganda from the government; lobby state and federal legislators in support of reform legislation; publish a regular newsletter; host an informative web site; and serve as the umbrella group for a regional network of citizen-activists committed to ending marijuana prohibition and legalizing marijuana.
Along with their parent organization, W-V-NORML will sponsor public advertising campaigns to better educate the public about marijuana and alternatives to current marijuana policy; provide legal assistance and support to victims of the current laws; and promote relevant research. 
W-V-NORML supports the right of adults to use marijuana responsibly, whether for medical or personal purposes. All penalties, both civil and criminal, should be eliminated for responsible use. W-V-NORML also advocates the legalization of hemp (non-psychoactive marijuana) for industrial use.  To find out more, like how you can help, call, write or visit our website.  You’ll be glad you did!
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News From your local affiliate of the National Organization for the Reform of Marijuana Laws

	
	* NOTE! The  Willamette Valley NORML Public meeting * Happens every 4th Sat. of the month. And will be at Laughing Plant Café, 760 Blair, in Eugene * 
call: 541.517-0957 -or- visit: http://WillametteValleyNORML.org
_________________________________________
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DEA Head Announces Resignation 

Washington, DC, USA: US Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) chief Karen Tandy announced this week that she will be stepping down as the agency’s first female director. 
Tandy, who headed the agency for the past four years, will become a senior vice president of the Motorola Company. Motorola, a leading wireless and broadband communications firm, is the chief financial sponsor of the DEA’s controversial exhibit "Target America," which argues that illicit drug use sponsors international terrorism – including the September 11 attacks on New York City and Washington, DC. 
During Tandy’s tenure, DEA officials dramatically stepped up their efforts to target and federally prosecute medical marijuana patients and providers in California, as well as other states that allow for the drug’s use under state law. In 2005, Tandy authored the DEA white paper, "Marijuana: The Myths Are Killing Us," which states: "We need to put to rest the thought that there is such a thing as a lone drug user, a person whose habits affect only himself or herself. Drug use, including marijuana use, is not a victimless crime. … [M]arijuana kills … innocents." 
Tandy also led extradition efforts against Canadian publisher and marijuana law reform activist Marc Emery, along with two colleagues, on charges that they distributed cannabis seeds to US citizens. Tandy called Emery’s arrest "a significant blow" to the "marijuana legalization movement," noting that Emery financially sponsored various drug liberalization campaigns in the United States. Extradition hearings for Emery remain ongoing.
Neither the Bush Administration nor the DEA have issued a public statement regarding Tandy’s successor.
For more information, please contact Allen St. Pierre, NORML Executive Director, at (202) 483-5500.
Inhaled Cannabis Has Biphasic Effect On Capsaicin-Induced Pain, Study Says 

La Jolla, CA, USA: Inhaling cannabis is associated with both an increase and a decrease in humans’ response to painful stimuli, according to clinical trial data to be published in the forthcoming issue of the journal Anesthesiology. 
Investigators at the University of California at San Diego (UCSD) assessed the effects of smoked marijuana on capsaicin-induced pain in 15 healthy volunteers. (Capsaicin is the active component of chili peppers.) Participants in the trial inhaled cigarettes containing either cannabis of varying strengths or a placebo. 
Subjects who inhaled medium-potency cannabis (4 percent THC) reported that they experienced a significant reduction in capsaicin-induced pain 45 minutes after smoking. By contrast, subjects provided high-potency pot (8 percent THC) reported experiencing an increase in pain. 
Participants reported that inhaling low-potency cannabis (2 percent THC) did not affect their pain response. 
"Our study suggests that there is a therapeutic window for analgesia, with low doses being ineffective, medium doses resulting in pain relief, and high doses increasing pain," lead investigator Mark Wallace said in a UCSD press release.
A previous clinical trial conducted earlier this year found that smoking medium-potency cannabis (3.56 THC) significantly reduced HIV-associated neuropathy (nerve pain). 
For more information, please contact Paul Armentano, NORML Senior Policy Analyst, at: paul@norml.org. Full text of the study, "Dose-dependent effects of smoked cannabis on capsaicin-induced pain and hyperalgesia in healthy volunteers," will appear in Anesthesiology.
Random Drug Testing May Increase Risks Among Student Athletes, Study Says -- Findings contradict White House publication touting testing’s “proven” benefits 

Portland, OR, USA: Random drug testing programs that target high school athletes do not reduce self-reported drug use and may encourage greater risk-taking behaviors, according to findings published in the November issue of the Journal of Adolescent Health.
Investigators from Oregon’s Health & Science University (OHSU) performed the two-year trial, which is the first-ever prospective randomized clinical trial to assess the deterrent effect of drug and alcohol testing among high school athletes. Researchers found that students who underwent random drug testing did not differ in their self-reported drug use compared to students at neighboring schools who were not enrolled in drug testing programs.
Investigators also determined that students subjected to random drug testing were more likely to report an "increase in some risk factors for future substance use," compared to students who attended schools without drug and alcohol testing.
"This was a state-of-the-art collection and testing program that exceeded those of typical school testing programs," lead investigator Linn Goldberg said in a OHSU press release. "If this did not show significant deterrent effects, less-sophisticated programs are not likely to be more successful."
A 2003 cross-sectional study of student drug testing previously reported, "Drug testing, as practiced in recent years in American secondary schools, does not prevent or inhibit student drug use." However, critics of the study argued that investigators included schools with dissimilar drug testing policies in their comparison. 
Since 2005, the US Department of Education has appropriated over $10 million dollars to enact random student drug testing programs in public middle schools and high schools around the nation. The White House has repeatedly lauded the programs, claiming that "student drug testing has proven to be effective in schools that have tried it." 
For more information, please contact Paul Armentano, NORML Senior Policy Analyst, at: paul@norml.org. Full text of the study, "Outcomes of a prospective trial of student-athlete drug testing: the SATURN study," appears in the Journal of Adolescent Health or online at: http://journals.elsevierhealth.com/periodicals/jah/current. 
Pot Compound Should Be Evaluated As Brain Tumor Treatment, Study Says 

Ramat-Gan, Israel: The primary psychoactive agent in cannabis, THC, possesses anti-tumoral activity in glioblastoma multiforme (GBM) cell lines and should be evaluated in clinical trials as a treatment for brain cancer, according to preclinical data to be published in the journal Acta Oncologica.
Investigators at Bar-Ilan University in Israel report that the administration of THC significantly affects the viability of GBM cells. Glioblastoma multiforme, the most aggressive form of glioma (brain cancer), strikes some 7,000 Americans annually, and generally results in death within one to two years following diagnosis.
"THC [is] an essential mediator of cannabinoid antitumoral action," investigators concluded. "Administration of Delta(9)-THC to glioblastoma multiforme (GBM) cell lines results in a significant decrease in cell viability. … [I]t is suggested that Delta(9)-THC and other cannabinoids be implemented in future clinical evaluation as a therapeutic [agent] for brain tumors."
In 2006, investigators at Complutense University in Spain reported that the intracranial administration of THC decreased recurrent GBM tumor growth in humans. 
Separate preclinical studies indicate that cannabinoids can inhibit the proliferation of various cancer cell lines, including breast carcinoma, prostate carcinoma, lung cancer, and lymphoma. 
For more information, please contact Paul Armentano, NORML Senior Policy Analyst, at: paul@norml.org. Full text of the study, "Delta9-Tetrahydrocannabinol inhibits cell cycle progression by downregulation of E2F1 in human glioblastoma multiforme cells," will appear in Acta Oncologica. Additional information on the anti-cancer properties of cannabis is available in NORML’s booklet, "Emerging Clinical Applications for Cannabis and Cannabinoids," available online at: http://norml.org/index.cfm?Group_ID=7002.
California: Governor Vetoes Hemp Pilot Project 

Sacramento, CA, USA: California Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger (R) has vetoed bi-partisan legislation that would have defined industrial hemp as an "agricultural field crop" and established statewide regulations governing its cultivation by authorized farmers.
As approved by the legislature, Assembly Bill 684 would have instituted a pilot program permitting farmers to cultivate hemp in four California counties: Imperial, Kings, Mendocino, and Yolo. Farmers would have been required by law to submit random samples of their plants to an authorized laboratory to assure that their crop did not contain THC potencies greater than 0.3 percent.
"Under federal law, all cannabis plants, regardless of variety or THC content, are simply considered to be 'marijuana,' which is a federally regulated controlled substance," Schwarzenegger stated in his veto message. He speculated that farmers who failed to obtain federal permits to grow hemp could face federal prosecution – regardless of state law. 
It is the second year in a row that the Governor has vetoed such legislation.
Industrial hemp is currently grown commercially in Canada and in the European Union for its fiber content. According to a 2005 Congressional Research Service (CRS) report, the United States is the only developed nation that fails to cultivate the plant as an economic crop.
For more information, please contact Dale Gieringer, California NORML Coordinator, at (415) 563-5858 or visit: http://www.votehemp.org. 
North Americans Most Likely To Search The Internet For Pot 

Washington, DC, USA: Internet users in the United States and Canada are the world’s most frequent searchers for websites about pot, according to a report this week by Reuters News Wire. 
According to statistics provided by the popular Internet search engine Google, Canadians and Americans are more likely than citizens of other countries to perform Internet searches using the keyword "marijuana." 
"Both Canadians and Americans report higher rates of cannabis use compared to almost all other nations on the planet," NORML Executive Director Allen St. Pierre said. "These millions of cannabis consumers desire fact-based, educational information about marijuana and marijuana law reform, and they are increasingly turning to the Internet and away from the federal government and the mass media to obtain it."
NORML has greatly expanded its online presence to take advantage of this growing trend, St. Pierre explained – noting that NORML’s podcast is one of the most downloaded political audiocasts on the Internet, averaging over 140,000 downloads per week.
St. Pierre also said that more than 277,000 subscribers to the social networking website Facebook.com have recently joined NORML’s online ‘Cause’ group – which allows users to donate directly to the organization. 
In addition, this past September, NORML launched an ‘in world’ office on the popular 3-D virtual world Second Life. 
The organization also maintains a popular MySpace page, available online at: http://www.myspace.com/natlnorml. 
"We are extremely pleased that NORML is leading the way in online activism – not only among drug policy reform groups, but among all non-profit organizations," St. Pierre said. "Building effective and influential coalitions within online communities is an integral part of NORML’s educational and outreach activities."
For more information, please contact NORML Executive Director Allen St. Pierre or NORML Outreach Coordinator Ron Fisher at (202) 483-5500. To inquire about advertising on NORML’s podcast, the Daily Audio Stash, please contact Chris Goldstein at: chrisg@normlaudiostash.com. 
Quarter Of A Million Facebook Users Voice Their Support For Ending Pot Prohibition 

Washington, DC, USA: Nearly 250,000 online subscribers to the online social networking website Facebook have voiced their support for marijuana law reform by joining NORML's newly launched ‘Cause’ group. 'Cause' pages, a new feature of Facebook, allow subscribers to use the site to financially donate directly to their favorite non-profit organizations.
"We are extremely pleased that NORML is leading the way in online activism -- not only among drug policy reform groups, but among all non-profit organizations," NORML Outreach Coordinator Ron Fisher said. "Building effective and influential coalitions within online communities such as Facebook, MySpace, Second Life, and other emerging online networks is an integral part of NORML’s educational and outreach activities."
Fisher continued: "We are particularly excited about encouraging our supporters to utilize GoodSearch.com, a Yahoo-powered search engine where users raise funds for select non-profits every time they search the web. If all of NORML’s online supporters simply set GoodSearch as their default search engine and selected NORML as their beneficiary, it would raise substantial funds to assist NORML's marijuana law reform efforts. It's clear that these emerging web technologies -- such as Facebook, GoodSearch, and MySpace -- offer NORML a powerful tool for harnessing public support against America's archaic and ineffective pot laws."
Fisher added that NORML's daily podcast remains one of the most downloaded political podcasts on the Internet. 
In September, NORML launched an 'in-world' office on the popular 3-D virtual world Second Life.
For more information, please contact Ron Fisher, NORML Outreach Coordinator, at (202) 483-5500, or at ron@norml.org.
Pot Prohibition Costs Taxpayers More Than $40 Billion Per Year, Study Says 

Washington, DC, USA: Marijuana prohibition costs US taxpayers nearly $42 billion dollars per year in criminal justice costs and in lost tax revenues, according to an economic analysis released this week.
According to the study, "Lost Taxes and Other Costs of Marijuana Laws," law enforcement spends $10.7 billion annually to arrest and prosecute marijuana offenders. This amount comprises nearly six percent of America’s total criminal justice expenditures.
Pot’s criminalization also artificially raises the plant’s retail price and diverts billions of dollars into the black market economy, the study finds. According to the report, Americans spend some $113 billion dollars annually to consume an estimated 31.1 million pounds of pot. By criminalizing this market, the study estimates that the government loses more than $30 billion per year in tax revenue.
"The market in marijuana in the United States is illicit, illegal, and as such it diverts capital away from the channels of the licit or legal economy, especially the channels from which local, state, and the federal government collect tax revenue," the study concludes. "If [the billions of dollars America’s currently spend on marijuana] were spent on legal commodities … those economic transactions would produce billions in tax revenues for local, state, and the federal government."
According to data released last week by the US Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), police arrested a record 829,625 persons for marijuana violations in 2006. Of those arrested, 738,915 Americans (89 percent) were charged with marijuana possession.
Full text of the study is available online at: http://www.drugscience.org. 
NORML In Los Angeles - High Times magazine, travel guru Rick Steves, and leading marijuana law reformers at nation’s largest pot conference 

Washington, DC, USA: There is still time to register to attend NORML’s 2007 National Conference, taking place October 12 and 13 at the Sheraton Universal Hotel in Los Angeles.
Network with the nation's top advocates, mingle with celebrities and members of High Times Magazine, as well as NORML's staff and board of directors, and enjoy a variety of unique after-hours events – including the 7th Annual "Stony Awards" for cannabis-friendly cinema Saturday evening at the Knitting Factory in Hollywood.
Speakers at this year’s conference include PBS travel guru and NORML Advisory Board member Rick Steves, Drug Policy Alliance Executive Director Ethan Nadelmann, actor and NORML Advisory Board member Tommy Chong, and Reason Foundation Executive Director David Nott. 
Topics at this year’s conference include:
Cannabis Conundrum: Why is California America’s Only Pot-Tolerant State?
Will You Still Arrest Me When I’m 64? (Pot Use and Senior Citizens)
Medicinal Cannabis Distribution in America After Prop. 215
Cannabis Consumer Safety (Practical Tips for Pot Consumers)
The High Times Guide to Growing Your Own Medicine
"For the first time in NORML’s 37-year history, our organization will be holding our annual conference in Los Angeles – a location we chose because it is ‘ground zero’ in the federal government’s war on medical pot," NORML Executive Director Allen St. Pierre said. "We join Southern California’s vibrant marijuana law reform community to express our solidarity against the federal government’s excessive and unpopular attacks on Los Angeles’ patients and providers, and to strategize for an end to criminal cannabis prohibition." 
To register for NORML’s 2007 National Conference, or to learn more about this year’s featured speakers and events, please visit: http://www.norml.org/index.cfm?Group_ID=7250. 


























































































